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The process of restoring constitutionally-elected President Jean Bertrand Aristide to office in
Haiti is slowly moving forward. In accordance with an agreement signed in New York on July 3 by
Aristide and coup leader Lt. Gen. Raoul Cedras, members of the Haitian Parliament are working
to overcome a thorny institutional impasse to pave the way for a vote to ratify Aristide's choice
of a new prime minister. The prime minister's ratification is the essential condition necessary for
lifting of the economic embargo imposed against Haiti in October 1991 (see NotiSur 07/09/93).
On July 17, following three days of negotiations at UN headquarters in New York, 40 Haitian
parliamentary representatives reached agreement on a series of steps to "normalize" the situation
in the legislature, the first of 10 points contained in the Aristide-Cedras accord. First, 13 legislators
who took office as a result of contested elections held last January agreed to accept a temporary
suspension from their posts. The definitive resolution of their status is to be decided by a special
commission which has still not been appointed. The July 17 accord means that these 13 legislators
will not participate in the vote on ratification of the new prime minister. Second, all representatives
agreed to a six-month "political truce." Under terms of the truce, the legislators are committed
to avoiding approval of any motions of censure against Aristide's yet- to-be formed government.
They also agreed to promote legislation on a wide range of issues necessary for the full return to
institutional rule. These include measures to help reduce the levels of violence and human rights
abuses, as well as a series of economic, judicial and government reforms. Specifically, the legislature
will approve laws that will permit a political amnesty for members of the military who participated
in the coup, force the abolition of paramilitary groups, create a special fund to provide aid to coup
victims, establish a new police force, and restore autonomy for the country's universities. Although
the above agreements have been hailed as important steps in the process of restoring Aristide to
power, significant obstacles still remain. For example, efforts to allow Parliament to again function
"normally" have been stalled by the failure to reach agreements on the election of a new Senate
leader. The stubborn refusal by two senators Thomas Eddy Dupiton and Firmin Jean-Louis to give
up their bid for to the Senate presidency is the central stumbling block. In the Chamber of Deputies
where pro-Aristide forces hold a majority of seats deputies voted to confirm Antoine Joseph as
president of the Chamber. Joseph belongs to the Movement for the Installation of Democracy in
Haiti (MIDH) party. Former de facto prime minister Marc Bazin is also from the MIDH. Meanwhile,
in meetings held July 21-22 in Miami, Aristide's proposed candidate for prime minister, Robert
Malval, met with Haitian business leaders and representatives from the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) and World Bank to discuss measures to revive the Haitian economy. The international
community has promised over US$1 billion in aid once Aristide is restored to power. Under the
current timetable, Aristide's return is scheduled for October 30. Malval, a publisher by trade, enjoys
close ties to the country's conservative business sector, which backed Aristide's overthrow. On July
22 in Washington, Aristide met briefly with President Bill Clinton and Secretary of State Warren
Christopher to discuss progress on implementing the New York accords. Finally, according to a
report in the New York Times, the US plans to send approximately 350 troops to Haiti as part of an
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international force with the stated mandate of helping to rebuild the country and to oversee reforms
of the Haitian police and military. (Sources: Inter Press Service, 07/19/93, 07/22/93; New York
Times, 07/22/93, 07/23/93, 07/26/93; Spanish news service EFE, 07/14/93, 07/15/93, 07/21/93, 07/22/93,
07/27/93; Notimex, 07/17/93, 07/28/93; Associated Press, 07/14/93, 07/17/93, 07/19/93, 07/26-28/93;
Agence France-Presse, 07/09/93, 07/14-16/93, 07/19/93, 07/22/93, 07/26/93, 07/28/93)
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